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“The Ministry of the Holy Spirit 
in the life of the Believer” 

 

 

A brief explanation from the Scriptures about the Holy Spirit, its function & purpose. 

 

[ Alternative Sermon Title ~ ‘Come, Holy Spirit!!’ ] 
 

9.30a.m. Sunday 20 November, 2016 

Key Bible Passage ~ John 15:26 (NASB) 
 

“When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is 

the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me.” 
 

 

 

Delivered by Senior Pastor Marshall Muller @ the Laidley Baptist Church (Qld).  
 

 

Introduction: 

What is the Holy Spirit?  What is His function or purpose? 
 

There is a lot of information and myths around about the Holy Spirit, but what do 
the Scriptures really teach?  What does the Church teach?  Sadly, it is one area that is 
not taught often & not taught well.  Sometimes there is an uneven emphasis on the 
Holy Spirit.  In some Churches it’s ALL about the Holy Spirit … and in others there is 
almost an absence of teaching/acknowledgement of the Holy Spirit. 
 
[ Unfortunately I encountered abusive situations in the life of the Church in my early 
Christian years.  As a result the Church just refused to talk about it.  That wasn’t 
helpful for me – stunted my Christian growth.  It was like having mashed potato 
without the gravy, or sausages without the BBQ sauce.  ] 
 
Perhaps you may have heard people talk about Spirit baptism or, being filled with the 
Spirit or, the gifts of the Spirit, or being a Spirit-filled Church.  What do all of these 
mean? 
 
How do you ‘get/receive’ the Holy Spirit?  Where does it live?  What does it look 
like?  Is it on Facebook?  We’re going to delve into these questions more today. 
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INTERESTING QUESTION  Was the Holy Spirit around in the Old Testament?  
Was it given to people back then?  Was it different to the New Testament? 
 

Hopefully today we can examine the subject of the Holy Spirit from the scriptures, 
and get a better understanding.  Naturally, one sermon is never going to be enough 
to explain it all, so it’s more of a brief summary and I’m hoping it will whet your 
appetite for more reading/research in the Scriptures about this topic.  If you have 
any questions, come and chat with me afterwards, or download the notes from our 
Church website. 
 
Let’s pray together before we continue … 
 
Gracious God and our loving heavenly Father, 
Speak to us today from your Word.  Humble us now before you.  May your Spirit teach 
us and grow us as we become more like Jesus.  Show us new things that reveal your 
glory in a clearer light.  Thank you that your words of life are still so relevant today to 
every man, woman & child.  So, it is with an open heart that we desire to learn & grow 
and so we come now under the blood of Christ as your people.  Fill us with more of your 
Spirit as you teach us.  Amen 
 
 

CHARACTERISTICS of the HOLY SPIRIT 

What are the characteristics of the Holy Spirit? 

 third person of the Trinity; 

 is fully God; 

 is a person (alive); 

 speaks and has a will; 

 is eternal & omnipresent; 

 involved in creation (Genesis 1); 

 Holy Spirit’s ministry is to bear witness to Jesus (see passage below); 

 

 

“When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, 

that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father,  

He will testify about Me.”   (John 15:26 NASB) 
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Images of the Holy Spirit (from the Scriptures): 

There are several images of the Holy Spirit in the Bible.  Can you think of any? 

 Wind / Breath  (e.g. Acts 2, Genesis 1&2) 

 Fire  (Matthew 3:11) 

 Tongues (Acts 2 – Pentecost) 

 Water (John 7:38) 

 Dove (Jesus’ baptism – Matthew 3:16) 

 Seal  (2 Cor. 1:22) 

 Oil  (Luke 4:18) 

 

Interesting PowerPoint slide I found this week – “I want to be so full of the Holy Spirit 

that when a mosquito bites me, it flies away singing There is Power in the Blood.” 

 
 

The Ministries of the Holy Spirit (in general terms from the Scriptures): 
 

A. Revelation – revealing/unveiling something that was unknown before… what?   

THE TRUTH (about Jesus).    

 

John 16:12-15 –  12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 
13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will 

not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet 

to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will 

make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the 

Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.” 
 

B. Inspiration – the actual recording of the revealed truth.  This is done by virtue 

of the Holy Spirit.   
 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 –  16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 

rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be 

thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
 

In relation to the Scriptures, both revelation & inspiration are limited to the 

prophets and apostles.  But what comes next is the illumination of that truth & it’s 

what the Holy Spirit does with ALL BELIEVERS.  The Holy Spirit helps believers to 

understand what has been revealed & written (about Jesus) 
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C. Illumination – to understand the revealed truth.  The Holy Spirit dwells within 

a believer (more about this later) and gives that person an understanding of the 

spiritual truths in the Scriptures.  

 

1 Corinthians 2:16 talks about having the mind of Christ as a result of having  

the Spirit of God. 

 

Some diagrams about the Holy Spirit  

… in relation/perfect fellowship with God (Father) & Jesus (Son) 

 

 

 

Helpful Diagram of the Trinity 

 

 

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE OLD & NEW TESTAMENTS: 

(Did people in the Old Testament have the Holy Spirit?) 

 

We see the Holy Spirit in both the Old Testament & the New Testament, but in 

distinctly different ways.   
 

We know that the Holy Spirit was around at Creation (Genesis 1&2), and we also 

know that the Holy Spirit was given in the book of Acts to the early church (at 

Pentecost in Acts 2).  But what happens in between?   

Where is the Holy Spirit in between these 2 events?  … and what is He doing? 
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In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit dwelt in some believers (e.g. Joshua, Daniel, 

prophets).  The Holy Spirit came upon some like David, Samson, Saul, Gideon.  

Generally the purpose/work of the Holy Spirit was connected to special service, or 

to accomplish a special task.  This came in the form of wisdom (e.g. Daniel), special 

skills, or special strength (e.g. Samson) so that they could accomplish great things.  

And they may not have had the Holy Spirit permanently. 
 

In John 7, Jesus mentions that the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was yet to 

be glorified (death, burial, resurrection, ascension & return to heaven).  So the Holy 

Spirit was with the disciples, but was not yet IN them.  This happens in Acts 2 at 

Pentecost and is for ALL believers, forever! 

 

The difference is that in the Old Testament the Holy Spirit dwells in some believers, 

but in the New Testament the Holy Spirit indwells ALL believers. 

 
 

QUESTION – What about the ministry of the Holy Spirit in 
unbelievers? 
 

Another major ministry of the Holy Spirit is CONVICTION – this is among 

unbelievers.  In other words … to put the truth in such a clear light, so that is 

acknowledged as truth even if it is not accepted personally.   

[ I believe that is what happened for a period of time in my life before I accepted Christ.  

I really did know that it was the truth, but I struggled to choose to accept it. ] 

 

The Holy Spirit convicts the unbeliever not in relation to their sin, but in relation to 

the sin of unbelief – refusing to believe in the Saviour.  The cost of not believing?  - 

failure to receive Christ’s righteousness…  and resulting in judgment (at the Great 

White Throne). 

 

What I pray for each week as I speak to people is that the Holy Spirit will bring 

conviction into people's lives ...  conviction that they need a Saviour, so that 

judgment will not come to them. 
 

But what I want to talk mostly about today is the … 
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MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE LIFE OF THE BELIEVER  
 

… that's what we have come to hear today.  What does it mean for me?   

What is the Holy Spirit doing within me? 
 

There's 2 areas that I want to speak about -  

1. SALVATION (What did the Holy Spirit do at the time of your salvation?)  &  

2.  SPIRITUAL GROWTH  (How is the Holy Spirit growing me spiritually? )  
 

1. SALVATION (What did the Holy Spirit do at the time of my salvation?) 
 

When you were saved, when you decided by faith to believe in Christ and his work 

on the cross, God was doing a range of things in your life.  You might not have 

known it … in fact you didn’t know it, and maybe you still don’t know it, so here it is, 

in plain English (hopefully). 

 

4 things that the Holy Spirit did at the time of a believer's salvation: 

 Regeneration 

 Indwelling 

 Spirit Baptism 

 Sealing 
 

(a) Regeneration - faith is what was required on your part, but it was the Holy 

Spirit that did the work of regeneration (born again/new birth/to be born of 

God/Imparting of eternal life). 
 

Titus 3:5-7 -  5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of 

his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, 

having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal 

life. 
 

 

Question - does the Word of God save (regenerate) us?  NO!  It points to the one in 

whom we must believe in order for the Holy Spirit to regenerate us. 
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Now when you came to Christ, you might have been emotional or maybe there was 

no emotion.  Can I say that regeneration is not something that you feel.  You might 

react in different ways, but regeneration itself is not experiential.  It is a direct work 

of the Holy Spirit.  We are the passive passenger. 

 

Regeneration is also instantaneous.  You don’t have to report to the Senior Pastor's 

Office and do a 6 week course on the Holy Spirit or being born again.  It is not a 

process!  It is an instantaneous and ongoing work.  Completed in the past, but 

ongoing into the present (written in the Greek perfect tense).   

 

So what happens now that I am regenerated or born again? 

- Receive eternal life (John 3:16) 

- New Creation, or created anew (2 Cor. 5:17) 

- Eternally secure - can’t be undone!  If it could, it wouldn't be called eternal  

life, it would be called something else - perhaps we could call it 'temporary life'! 
 

Imagine John 3:16 saying -  "For God so loved the whole world that he gave his 

only begotten Son, that whosoever believed In Him should not perish but 

having everlasting life as long as they don’t do anything wrong again, 

otherwise it will just become temporary." 
 

- Get a new life and a new nature (have a look at the book of 1 John if you want a 

description of this new nature.)  The old has gone, and has been replaced by 

something totally new.   
 

 

(b) Indwelling - regeneration brings the Messiah Jesus into our lives;  Indwelling 

brings the Holy Spirit into our lives. 

 

After Christ ascended to heaven, shortly after that (10 days later) the Holy Spirit 

came and began indwelling all believers.  Where?  Firstly, to the disciples in the 

upper room at Pentecost (Acts 2) 

 

As a result of the death, burial, resurrection, ascension & glorification of Jesus our 

Messiah, the Holy Spirit now indwells all believers.  This comes by FAITH.   When we 
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exercise our faith (the moment we believe - that is, we are obedient), the Holy Spirit 

indwells us.  We can’t earn it - faith is not a work.   

 

Did you know that even sinning unbelievers still have the indwelling of the Holy 

Spirit?  Too often I hear the statement from a believer that they don’t think they have 

the Holy Spirit anymore.  Think about it like this, the Corinthian Church (considered 

one of the worst because of their carnality/morality issues), in spite of their sins Paul 

still writes (in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20): 

 
19 Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom 

you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. 

Therefore honor God with your bodies. 
 

The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit is a gift.  Gifts from God are never based on merit 

(i.e. how good we are, or what we have done). 
 

The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit is permanent – refer John 14:16: 
16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate (Comforter) to help 

you and be with you forever. 
 

If the Holy Spirit could be taken away from you then it wouldn’t be a 'forever' 

situation. 

 

The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is like a down payment.  It's a down payment of 

more blessings to come (i.e. this is just the start of things to come). 

 

Paul described us as being Temples of the Holy Spirit, temples of His Holy Spirit in 

the church world-wide, the church gathered here (Laidley) and individually.  
 

(c) Spirit Baptism - this is the area where there is a lot of confusion and it's where 

some of us as Christians differ and debate earnestly.  One of the serious dangers is 

that we attempt to interpret Scripture by our experiences rather than what the Bible 

actually says.   

 

Spirit baptism is a unique ministry by the Holy Spirit for this particular age - the 

CHURCH age. 
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But one of the key problems for the Church has been that spirit baptism has been 

linked (somewhat incorrectly) with the gift of speaking in tongues.  One of the major 

issues is that when one is baptized by the Holy Spirit, he/she speaks in tongues … 

and conversely, if anyone does not speak in tongues, then he/she has not been 

baptized by the Holy Spirit.   
 

Perhaps you may have heard it said/preached that all believers are baptized BY the 

Holy Spirit … but those who are baptized WITH the Holy Spirit are those who can 

speak in tongues (given the gift of tongues).  One of the errors is in the use of the 

words 'baptized BY', or 'baptised WITH'.  However In the original language (Greek), 

WITH and BY are exactly the same word.   Some seek to differentiate it's usage when 

it suits them. 
 

Spirit baptism is ONLY mentioned in the New Testament.  In the 4 Gospels, it is 

always mentioned as something still to come (in the future).  Spirit baptism was 

predicted by both John the Baptist and Jesus.  As at Acts 1 it still had not occurred. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:13 mentions that ALL believers are baptized by the Holy Spirit into 

one body.  ALL, not some! 
 

For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or 

Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 
 

It is NOT a cause & effect.  Paul clearly states that every believer is baptized by the 

Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13), and just a few verses later (in verses 29-31) it 

mentions that all do NOT speak in tongues.   

 

NOT ALL SPEAK IN TONGUES, BUT ALL ARE BAPTISED IN THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

 

If anything, some have made the Scriptures say exactly the opposite of what Paul is 

saying. 
 

Ephesians 4 speaks of one baptism.  It must refer to a spiritual baptism.  Why?  

Because all the things mentioned in the verse are spiritual things, not physical 

things.  So it mustn't mean physical (water) baptism. 



 
The Ministry of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Believer Page 10 of 17 

 

 

SUMMARY on Spirit Baptism 
So, baptism for this age (the Church age) is a spiritual baptism, baptized by the Holy 

Spirit.  Believers are baptized into the Body of Christ.  This happens at the moment 

of salvation when one believes.  The New Testament clearly emphasizes that every 

believer at the moment they believe becomes a part of the Body of Christ. 

 

If every believer was not baptized by the spirit at salvation, that would mean that 

some are in the Body of Christ and some believers are outside the Body of Christ.  

But the New Testament says that is not true.   
 

 

NOW I KNOW YOU MAY HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS … particularly in parts of 

the Book of Acts where it appears that Spirit baptism seems to be delayed.  This 

appears to be the case in Acts 2, 8, 10 & 19, where regeneration has occurred, but 

indwelling and spirit baptism haven’t occurred yet.  

 

In the Gospel of Matthew 16:17-19, it was Peter that was given the keys of the 

Kingdom (by Jesus), and so he had the authority to 'open the door'. 

 

When you look at each of these 4 passages In Acts 2, 8, 10 & 19, you will discover 

that based on that authority Peter opened the door to the Jews in Acts 2, Believers In 

Samaria In Acts 8 (from the moment of the laying on of hands by Peter), the Gentiles 

in Acts 10 (Cornelius & the visions given to both, and the gift of the Holy Spirit as 

Peter spoke to them), and in Acts 19 (Jews who were scattered abroad - the 

Diaspora - but were only disciples of John the Baptist and now living in Ephesus). 

 

From then on in each of those groups (i.e. Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria & the ends of 

the earth), the door remained open from that time on.  It's interesting to note that 

some of the groups received the gift of speaking in tongues at that time, but some 

did not.  The other Interesting thing to note is that there is no record in Acts where 

the gift of tongues is repeated with any more of these groups (e.g. after Acts 2 there 

is no record of Jews receiving the gift of tongues later). 

 

So, we need to know the Scriptures.  It is easy to make the mistake that because a 
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person was baptized by the Spirit in the Book of Acts he/she spoke in tongues.  It is 

this mistake that has led to some teaching that only those who speak in tongues 

have been baptized by the Spirit.  Beware the danger of getting your theology from 

individual historical accounts. 

 

For example - Would it be OK to teach that every time a Jew (or group of Jews) comes 

to the Red Sea, that it will always divide for them?  NO!  It Is one historical event that 

had a specific outcome for that event.  You can't derive your theology from that one 

historical event.  Dangerous! 
 

 

So, the result of Spirit baptism is not some particular gift, rather, it is membership 

into the Body of Christ.  Since all believers are members of the Body of Christ, all 

believers have been baptized by the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

(d) Sealing - the Holy Spirit is the promise or the seal.  In the Old Testament the 

concept of a seal was the mark of a finished transaction.  In the New Testament, the 

seal of the Holy Spirit is the finished work (transaction) of Christ.  Only God can 

break the seal, not us.  And God has promised not to break it.   
 

2 Corinthians 1:22 - He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit 

in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 
 

The only condition for being sealed is believing.  The time of sealing is at the point of 

salvation.  Being sealed by the Holy Spirit means eternal security.   

 

By spirit-baptism, a believer is placed Into the Body of Christ. 

By spirit-sealing, a believer is locked/sealed into the Body of Christ, NEVER TO FALL 

OUT.  The seal guarantees that should the believer die, he will be resurrected on the 

day of redemption. 

 

(e) Anointing - not only has the Holy Spirit sealed the believer, but he has also 

anointed him/her.  The believer has the truth of the Gospel confirmed & is now open 

to learning more (growing/maturing).  The anointing teaches the believer the truth 

concerning all things.  It keeps the believer hungry to learn more & to grow more. 
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THESE 5 THINGS - REGENERATION, INDWELLING OF THE H.S., SPIRIT 

BAPTISM, SEALING & ANOINTING – ALL HAPPEN AT THE MOMENT SOMEONE 

BELIEVES.  THEY ARE INSTANTANEOUS, AND ALL HAPPEN AT THE SAME TIME. 

 

2. SPIRITUAL GROWTH (How is the Holy Spirit growing me spiritually?) 
 

There are 7 ministries of the Holy Spirit when we talk about spiritual growth in a 

believer's life: 

 

1. Spirit Filling (being filled with the Holy Spirit) 

2. Ministry of Teaching (teaching believers spiritual truth) 

3. Ministry of leading/guiding 

4. Ministry of Assurance 

5. Ministry of Praying & Interceding 

6. Ministry of the Witness of the Spirit 

7. Ministry of the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
 

Let’s have a brief look at each one of these … although we will spend a bit more time 

on the first one – Spirit Filling. 

 

1. SPIRIT FILLING (to be filled with the Spirit) 
 

To be filled means to 'be controlled' (e.g. Ephesians 5:18 - don’t be drunk with wine, 

but be filled with the Spirit).  In other words, to be controlled by the Spirit, not by 

wine.  The Holy Spirit has possession of that area in the life of a believer.  It happens 

when the believer yields to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.    

 

We have learned that the Holy Spirit indwells a believer at the very moment he/she 

believes.  But when a believer submits an area of his/her life (e.g. finances, addiction 

etc.), then that area is filled with the Spirit, and is now controlled by the Spirit. 

 

'To be filled with the Spirit' (Ephesians 5:18) is commanded, whereas regeneration 

or indwelling or sealing etc. (the things that happen immediately at salvation) is not.  

A believer is commanded - Be filled with the Spirit! 
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All the ministries of the Holy Spirit in relation to salvation are not repeated, they are 

a once-and-for-all action that occur when you believe.  But when it comes to 

spiritual growth and being filled with the Spirit it is repeatable.  Ephesians 5:8 

essentially means 'to keep on being filled' with the Spirit.  It doesn't mean that you 

have lost your previous filling (but it could mean that).  Reading through the Book  

of Acts, the Apostles were filled with the Spirit several times, as was Paul.  In all 

cases the previous filling was not lost, just a new area needed to come under the 

Spirit's control. 

 

The believer submits so that the filling can take place.  The Holy Spirit does the 

filling (passive action on our behalf). 
 

There are 4 conditions that a Believer must meet to be filled with the Spirit: 
 

A Dedicated Life (Romans 12:1-2) - unless you dedicate your body as a living 

sacrifice, then you are in control and not the Holy Spirit.  You might have made a 

decision to receive Jesus as Saviour but unless you have presented yourself as a 

living sacrifice for God's purposes, then you are not filled with God's Spirit.  It's an 

act of dedication. 

An Undefeated Life (Ephesians 4:30 - And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with 

whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.)  Only believers can commit the sin 

of grieving the Holy Spirit.  When a believer commits a sin in his body, he sins 

against the indwelling Spirit that has sealed him/her to the day of redemption.  So 

the Spirit is grieved.  If we are grieving the Holy Spirit, then we are not being filled 

with the HOLY SPIRIT.  A defeated life means grieving the Holy Spirit.  An undefeated 

life means a believer does not grieve the Holy Spirit. 

A Dependent Life (Galatians 5:16 - So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not 

gratify the desires of the flesh.)  We are to live dependent upon our new nature which 

is under the Spirit's control.  

An Obedient Life - Jesus said, "If you love me, you will keep my commandments".  You 

can't be filled with the Spirit if you are (continually) disobeying the Laws of the 

Messiah.  We show our love for God through obedience.  If a believer lives a life of 

obedience, he/she is living a Spirit-filled life. 
 

What do I look like if I am spirit-filled?  (How can you tell?) 
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What are the (10) results of being Spirit - filled? 

 Becoming more like Jesus (conforming to the image of the Son) 

 Worship and Praise (vibrant/deep/passionate) 

 Submissiveness towards one another and to authority (home / Govt. / church) 

 Service - to the Lord.  If the believer is under the Spirit's control, he desires to 

serve God. 

 Liberation - freed from the law of sin and death.  Living in newness of life. 

 Spiritual Strength - strengthening of a believer's spiritual vitality. 

 Divine Empowerment & Enablement 

 Witnessing - spurring the believer to witness to his/her faith.  We won't all be 

evangelists, but the believer will naturally begin witnessing to others 

concerning the claims of Christ 

 Fellowship with God and other saints - if a believer is not filled with the Spirit 

he/she won't enjoy fellowship with others.  But when a believer is filled with 

the Spirit, then he/she seeks out this fellowship (i.e. thirsty for it). 

 Progressive Sanctification - being more & more set apart as a special vessel for 

God - more & more like Jesus. 
 

The second ministry of the Holy Spirit in relation to spiritual growth is … 
 

2. MINISTRY OF TEACHING (teaching believers spiritual truth) 

 

John 16 teaches that the Holy Spirit has a ministry of teaching the believer both 

biblical truth and prophecy. The result is that Jesus is glorified.  The more a believer 

learns, the more he/she acts upon that, and their life is consistent with what they 

are learning.  One of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is teaching - given to certain people 

who are responsible for communicating to other believers. 

 

The third ministry of the Holy Spirit in relation to spiritual growth is … 

 

3.  MINISTRY OF LEADING/GUIDING 
 

Romans 8:14 - For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 

All believers are led by the Spirit of God, because we are the children of God.  The 

more we grow up & mature, the greater the evidence of this leading/guiding in a 

believer's life. 
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Galatians 5:18 - But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 
 

If we are being led by the Spirit, we don't turn to the Law of Moses, Instead we turn 

to the Holy Spirit.  

 

The fourth ministry of the Holy Spirit in relation to spiritual growth is … 
 

4.  MINISTRY OF ASSURANCE 
 

IN other words, the believer knows that he really is saved and is a child of God. 

Romans 8:16 - The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 

 

The fifth ministry of the Holy Spirit in relation to spiritual growth is … 
 

 

5.  MINISTRY OF PRAYING AND INTERCEDING 
 

Romans 8:26-27 -  In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not 

know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through 

wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, 

because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God. 
 

According to Romans 8:26-27, the Holy Spirit is praying for the believer.  Why?  

Because of the believer's weakness in his/her prayer life.  We don’t really know 

what the needs are, so we pray about what we THINK we need.  But the Holy Spirit 

knows exactly what we need, so the Holy Spirit prays for the believer.   

In other words, the Holy Spirit lends a hand in our prayer life. 

 

The sixth ministry of the Holy Spirit in relation to spiritual growth is … 
 

6.  MINSTRY OF THE WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT 
 

Romans 8:16 talks about a believer's consciousness of his salvation in Jesus - this is 

a result of the activity of the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit makes the believer conscious 

that he/she is a believer and in relationship with God, whether it be a good or bad 

relationship. 
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The witness of the Holy Spirit affirms the lordship of Jesus (Messiah) -  no man can 

say He Is Lord, but in the Holy Spirit.  (1 Corinthians 12:3) 
 

The Holy Spirit also illuminates God's program and helps us understand WHY God 

does things a certain way (Ephesians 1:17-21). 
 

Because of the internal witness of the Holy Spirit, the believer knows he/she has the 

love of the Messiah.  We can be comfortable with a truth we have just learned 

because of the inner witness of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The Holy Spirit witnesses to the believer that he/she has eternal life in Jesus, the 

Son. 
 

The witness of the Holy Spirit & the conviction of truth comes through the Word of 

God (not feelings).  The Holy Spirit indwells the believer and illuminates his/her 

mind to understand the scriptures. 
 

Revelation 2-3 - talks about 'what the Spirit says to the Churches' - or what had just 

been written (i.e. Word of God). 
 

The seventh ministry of the Holy Spirit in relation to spiritual growth is … 
 

7.  MINISTRY OF THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

Koinonia = fellowship/communion.  2 Corinthians 13:14 - communion of the Holy 

Spirit;  Phil. 2:1 - fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  It is this particular ministry of the 

Holy Spirit that makes fellowship among believers possible. 
 

2 aspects of the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit - vertical & horizontal.   

2 directions. 

 VERTICAL - Believer's fellowship with God the Father through the Holy Spirit 

 HORIZONTAL - Believer's fellowship with other believers through the Holy 

Spirit. 
 

In order to have the vertical relationship, or TRUE fellowship with God, a personal 

walk is needed. 

In order to have the horizontal relationship with other believers there are 2 things -  
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 The Church must come together (gather as a local church under the authority 

of elders etc.) 

 When we meet, it must be structured so that there is communication and the 

Holy Spirit is free to work through others.  True fellowship requires a freedom 

of the Holy Spirit (‘controlled’ by elders/deacons etc. but yet maintaining a 

degree of informality). 
 

CONCLUSION: 

There are other ministries of the Holy Spirit in the future that relate to the end times 

and the regeneration of Israel, but we won't have time to look at those.  Another 

sermon perhaps? 

 

Some Important Questions to ponder as we conclude this message: 

 Is our Church (Laidley Baptist Church) a Spirit-filled Church? 

 Am I allowing God to fill me and grow me (every day) with His Spirit? 
 

I pray that you have been blessed as you have allowed the Holy Spirit to teach you, 

guide you, illuminate you and to fill you more.  I pray that this morning’s Word has 

placed a strong desire in your heart to go deeper and to live the abundant life that 

Christ gives by allowing God to fill you even more with His Holy Spirit.  Pressing on 

into maturity in Christ.  Let’s pray … 
 

Closing Prayer 

Loving and Mighty Father God, thank you for your teaching today on your Holy 
Spirit.  Thank you for the work of your Spirit in our salvation.  Right now we ask that 
by your Spirit within each of us, that you would continue your work of growing us 
spiritually.  May we be a Church that is spirit-filled and growing up into maturity in 
the things of the Lord.  We invite you to do this in each of us.  Teach us, guide us, 
assure us, fill us … in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ … so that your Church can be 
effective and powerful as it seeks to bring real love, peace and grace into this 
community.  For those who are struggling with conviction under the Holy Spirit, we 
ask that you will re-assure them that Jesus is the way, the truth & the (eternal) life.   
Amen. 

Closing Song  


